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Foundation News Notes

FNF Director and Formulations
Content Editor Roderick T. Long has
recently been promoted to Assistant
Professor at Auburn University. The
position is tenure-track. Roderick had
spent the last two years as Instructor
(non-tenure-track) at Auburn.

Roderick Long’s monograph Reason
and Value: Aristotle versus Rand has
just been published by the Objectivist
Center. The monograph, drafts of which
have been circulating in Objectivist cir-
cles since 1994, is a critical study of the
epistemology and ethics of Ayn Rand
from an Aristotelean standpoint. The
volume includes replies by Objectivist
scholars Fred Miller and Eyal Mozes,
and a reply by Roderick to the replies.
For details, see: <wWww,
objectivistcenter.org/psource/OThought.
asp#RVAVRot>.

In September, the FNF Board of Di-
rectors elected Earnest Johnson to be a
member of the Advisory Senate. Ear-
nest is a long-time FNF member. He has
attended most of our events and contrib-
uted as an author to Formulations. Per-
haps his most significant contribution to
FNF was to the project which set up our
on-line archives of Formulations. The
conversion of the original version of the
first volumes of Formulations was made
particularly difficult because of the for-
matting involved. Earnest helped us find
and physically make a critical and diffi-
cult conversion of the documents which
made the archives possible.

On Saturday, April 29, 2000, FNF
held a Forum on Financial Systems at
the Regal University Hotel in Durham,
North Carolina. Three papers were pre-
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Anarchy, State, and Mixture, Part I: Six Possibilities
by Roderick T. Long

The new libertarian nation toward
which we work should have a constitu-
tional structure that combines aspects of
government with aspects of anarchy.
There are two reasons for this. First,
such a compromise is more likely to in-
spire libertarians of both minarchist and
anarchist persuasions to collaborate in
the establishment of the new nation.
Second, as an anarchist myself, I am
convinced that a free nation will need to
be fairly anarchistic in order to remain
free; but I also concede that such a na-
tion will need to be able to show a gov-
emmental face to the world (as well as
to some of its inhabitants, especially if
the free nation starts off with an indige-
nous non-libertarian population) in order
to maintain its legitimacy.

There are a number of different (not
necessarily mutually exclusive) ways of
combining governmental with anarchis-
tic features in a single legal system.
One suggestion I’ve made in the past is
to have a federal structure in which the
central authority was the government
but in which the local jurisdictions were
competing, non-territorially-based
“virtual cantons.” Another is to have
the national government renounce all
governmental power but still use gov-
emmental language, and make paying
taxes a condition of citizenship.  Still
another is to have an inner region of an-
archy protected by a surrounding buffer
zone of government. Which of these
methods, if any, is most appropriate to
the new nation will depend on the par-
ticular circumstances of its formation.

I now wish to suggest yet another
way in which aspects of both state and
anarchy can be combined into a single
system.

A legal system is any institution or
set of institutions in a given society that
adjudicates conflicting claims and se-
cures compliance in a formal, system-
atic, and orderly way. A government is

a legal system that claims, and in large
part achieves, a coercive monopoly on
the use of force to adjudicate claims and
secure compliance in a given territorial
area. So government is, in effect, a mo-
nopolistic legal system. But a legal sys-
tem has three main functions:

“The judicial function is the core
of any legal system. In its judicial
function, a legal system adjudicates
disputes, issuing a decision as to how
the disagreement should be settled.
The other two functions are merely
adjuncts to this central function.

The purpose of the legislative
function is to determine the rules that
will govern the process of adjudica-
tion. Legislation tells the judicial
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