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— Report —
ISIL '99 in Costa Rica

by Bobby Yates Emory

The International Society for Individ-
ual Liberty held its 1999 conference in
Costa Rica. The setting was a resort on
the outskirts of San José (the capital).
Three Directors of FNF attended: Rich
Hammer (a featured speaker), Wayne
Dawson, and Bobby Emory (Suzanne
Sullivan accompanied Bobby).

The main conference ran four days.
Afterward there was a post-conference
sightseeing tour. The tour had to be
slightly revised because of an outbreak of
dengue fever, but it went on. There were
also two smaller conferences in San José,
before the ISIL conference (as mentioned
in the Foundation News Note on page
21). '

For us the most important news was
Rigoberto Stewart's book, Limén REAL,
which advocates his project for Limon,
being published just before the confer-
ence. It was available in Spanish—the
English edition is promised soon.

(Concluded on page 4)

FNF Enters a New Era

This issue of Formulations is the last
that will be edited and produced by
Richard Hammer. As Rich announced in
his letter of resignation (Formulations,
Spring 1999), at the end of 1999 he will
step aside as the driving force in FNF.

Philip Jacobson has taken a leading
role in reassigning the work that Rich
has been doing. In four meetings this
year, of FNF’s eight-person Board, Phil
has led sessions in which the other Di-
rectors have divided up responsibility for
tasks which Rich will drop.

Starting with the next issue, FNF
Senator Robert Mihaly will produce
Formulations, doing the desktop publi-
cation and getting the printing and mail-
ing done. With the recent Forum, Candi
Copas has already started her duties in
arranging Forum facilities. Candi has
also taken responsibility for fund rais-
ing—as people on FNF’s mailing list
have surely noticed.

FNF Member James S. Wilson, who
is a second-year graduate student in in-
formation science at UNC-Chapel Hill,
has been assigned to an Intemship with
FNF. In this role he will work on the
FNF web site, and help with other duties.

Rich Hammer will continue keeping
books as Treasurer, and in February will
produce an Annual Report for 1999. In
a regular meeting of the Board of Direc-
tors, on 13 November 1999, the Board
voted to give Rich the title of President
Emeritus. A

Foundation News Notes

e The Free Nation Foundation held its
thirteenth semiannual Forum on 16
October 1999, in Durham, N.C. The
topic was “How Do We Get There
from Here.” Eleven people attended.

o The topic of the next FNF Forum will
be “Financial Systems.” We solicit
papers on this topic for publication in
the upcoming Spring issue of Fornu-
lations (writers’ deadline: 1 February
2000).

e FNF President Richard Hammer pre-
sented his paper “An Engineer’s View
of Morality, Set in a Model of Life” at
the ISIL conference in Costa Rica (see
the story by Bobby Emory in the left-
hand column on this page).

(Concluded on page 21)
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Statement of Purpose

The purpose of the Free Nation Foundation is to
advance the day when coercive institutions of government
can be replaced by voluntary institutions of civil mutual
consent, by developing clear and believable descriptions of
those voluntary institutions, and by building a community of
people who share confidence in these descriptions.
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Subscription or
Membership

Subscriptions to
Formulations may be
purchased for $15 for
four issues (one year).
Membership in the
Free Nation Founda-
tion may be purchased
for $30 per year.

(Members receive: a sub-
scription to Formuiations,
invitation to attend regular
meetings of the Board of
Directors, copies of the An-
nual Report and Bylaws,
more inclusion in the pro-
cess.)

Send orders to the
postal address above.
Checks should be
made payable to the
Free Nation Founda-
tion. Additional contri-

We seek columns, articles, and art
within the range of our work plan. We
also welcome letters to the editor which
contribute to our debate and process of
self-education.

Our work plan is to work within the
community of people who already think
of themselves as libertarian, to develop
clear and believable descriptions of the
critical institutions (such as those that
provide security, both domestic and na-
tional) with which we libertarians would
propose to replace the coercive institu-
tions of government.

As a first priority we seek formula-
tions on the nature of these institutions.
These formulations could well be histori-
cal accounts of institutions that served in
earlier societies, or accounts of present
institutions now serving in other so-

Information for Authors

As a second priority we seek mate-
rial of general interest to libertarians,
subject to this caveat: We are not com-
plaining, we are building. We do not
seek criticism of existing political institu-
tions or persons unless the author uses
that criticism to enlighten formulation of
an improved institution.

Submissions will be considered for
publication if received by the first of the
month preceding the month of publica-
tion. So our deadlines are: February 1,
May 1, August 1, and November 1. All
submissions are subject to editing.

We consider material in For-
mulations to be the property of its au-
thor. If you want your material copy-
righted, tell us. Then we will print it with
a copyright notice. Otherwise our de-
fault policy will apply: that the material |

butions are welcome. cieties. may be reproduced freely with credit.
Thanks to Earnest Johnson for the photographs on pages 1, 3, and 5 of this issue.
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