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Forum Announcement
Law in a Free Nation
10 October 1998

Come to our next Forum. This will
meet on Saturday, 10 October 1998,
from 9 AM till 5 PM, at Oliver's Restau-
rant in Hillsborough, North Carolina.
The topic is law in a free nation. Six or
seven speakers will present papers.

You can find the papers which will
be presented at the Forum in this issue of
Formulations. These are: “Law and Vi-
olence” by Roy Halliday, “Gateway to
an Altered Landscape: Law in a Free
Nation” by Richard Hammer, “Draft
Constitution for a Reviving or New Na-
‘tion” by Michael Darby, “Law as Prop-
erty in a Free Nation” by Philip Jacob-
son, “The Philosophy of Law and Justice
Necessary to Sustain a Free Nation” by
Gordon Diem, and “Why Objective Law
Requires Anarchy” by Roderick Long.
Additionally, Adrian Hinton may come
to present his paper in this issue.

You may pay ($15 general admission
or $12 for FNF Members) at the door.
But if you plan to attend you might let
Rich Hammer know ahead of time, and
he will reward you with a computer-
printed nametag. You could let him
know by: sending a check to preregister;
calling 919-732-8366; or emailing
roh@pvisionet.org.

During the day we will break for
lunch. Note that the Forum admission
fee does not include lunch, but you may
of course buy lunch at Oliver's.

Oliver's Restaurant is on South Chur-
ton St., about 0.5 mile north from Inter-
state 85, exit 164.A

A Note About Roads

by Richard Hammer

We in FNF have not yet written much
about roads, even though we intend to
formulate the critical institutions in a
free nation. For two reasons I have felt
little interest in formulating how markets
would provide roads.

First, I assume that markets would do
the job to my satisfaction.

Second, we already seem united on
this question. It seems that most libertar-
ians share my confidence about roads, so
no doubt or dissension on the subject
deters our progress in a significant way.

We have faith. But, according to a
recent article by Carl Watner ("The
Road to Hell Is Paved with Good Inten-

tions: Voluntaryism and the Roads," The

Voluntaryist, June 1998), we cannot base
our faith upon experience. Watner stud-
ied the history of roads, and he con-
cludes:
"...it turns out that 'private' roads and
highways have never really been al-
lowed to function because they have
always been hedged with special
State restrictions. ...there has never
been an opportunity to see how com-
pletely voluntary systems might
work."

He explains:

"Once trade routes were established
by the market, it was not long before
they were used as highways of con-
quest. The ancient rulers of the
world, whether in China, Persia, or
Rome, all recognized that the unity of
their empires depended on their abil-
ity to move troops in order to subdue
rebellious areas or conquer new terri-
tories."

The history of states, as I have come
to view it, shows that states grow as soon

(Concluded on page 3)

Foundation News Notes

On July 8, FNF President Richard
Hammer received a call from Eric
Rittberg, telling of a vacant island and
seeking collaborators in some under-
taking to homestead the island.” Ritt-
berg’s name will be familiar to many
libertarian readers, as he was for a
time the moving force behind the Re-
publican Liberty Caucus.

According to intelligence Rittberg
gained while he was working of the
staff of Congressman Ron Paul, the

(Continued on page 12)
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Statement of Purpose

The purpose of the Free Nation Foundation is to ad-
vance the day when coercive institutions of government can
be replaced by voluntary institutions of civil mutual consent,
by developing clear and believable descriptions of those
voluntary institutions, and by building a community of people
who share confidence in these descriptions.
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Richard O. Hammer, President
Roderick T. Long, Founding Scholar
Bobby Yates Emory, Secretary
Philip E. Jacobson
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FNF is a 501(c)(3) federal income tax exempt organization.
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Subscription or
Membership

Subscriptions to
Formulations may be
purchased for $15 for
four issues (one year).
Membership in the
Free Nation Founda-
tion may be purchased
for $30 per year.

(Members receive: a sub-
scription to Formulations,
invitation to attend regular
meetings of the Board of
Directors, copies of the An-
nual Report and Bylaws,
more inclusion in the pro-
cess.)

Send orders to the
postal address above.
Checks should be
made payable to the
Free Nation Founda-
tion. Additional contri-
butions are welcome.

We seek columns, articles, and art
within the range of our work plan. We
also welcome letters to the editor which
contribute to our debate and process of
self-education.

Our work plan is to work within the
community of people who already think
of themselves as libertarian, to develop
clear and believable descriptions of the
critical institutions (such as those that
provide security, both domestic and na-
tional) with which we libertarians would
propose to replace the coercive institu-
tions of government.

As a first priority we seek formula-
tions on the nature of these institutions.
| These formulations could well be histori-
cal accounts of institutions that served in
earlier societies, or accounts of present
institutions now serving in other so-
Cieties.

Information for Authors

As a second priority we seek mate-
rial of general interest to libertarians,
subject to this caveat: We are not com-
plaining, we are building. We do not
seek criticism of existing political institu-
tions or persons unless the author uses
that criticism to enlighten formulation of
an improved institution.

Submissions will be considered for
publication if received by the first of the
month preceding the month of publica-
tion. So our deadlines are: February 1,
May 1, August 1, and November 1. All
submissions are subject to editing.

We consider material in For-
mulations to be the property of its au-
thor. If you want your material copy-
righted, tell us. Then we will print it with
a copyright notice. Otherwise our de-
fault policy will apply: that the material
may be reproduced freely with credit.
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announcement

Book Study Group

by Richard Hammer

This autumn FNF's book-reading-
and-discussion group will study The
Structure of Liberty: Justice and the
Rule of Law, by Randy E. Barnett,
Clarendon Press, 1998. We will meet on
three Sunday evenings: September 27,
October 18, and November 8.

In a recent email message, Roderick
Long said this about the book:

“This book is definitely of the same
status as Hayek's Law, Legislation,
and Liberty, Leoni's Freedom and the
Law, or Benson's Enterprise of Law.
And although his debt to Hayek,
Leoni, and Benson is obvious, he
definitely has a very original ap-
proach and some quite new ideas.
His background in law (both as a
public prosecutor and as a law school
professor) gives him a lot of insights
that the rest of us ordinarily wouldn't

think of. This book would be an
indispensable guide to designing a
legal framework for a free nation.”

Each of the meetings will begin at
7:30 PM. The first meeting will be at my
house (111 West Corbin St., Hillsbor-
ough, N.C. Call 919-732-8366 for direc-
tions). The second and third meetings
will be at Stephen Foerster’s house (101
Ellen Drive, Knightdale, N.C. Email
invisible_hand@geocities.com for direc-
tions.)

In the first meeting we will cover
chapters 1-6; in the second meeting
chapters 7-10; in the third meeting chap-
ters 11-15.

Since I intend these meetings to be
serious, at least during the first few hours
when we work to understand the main
points made by the author, 1 prefer that
the meetings be attended only by people
who have read the assigned chapters.A

now on-line

Credit Card Ordering
WWW.FREENATION.ORG

You can now renew your Member-
ship or subscription on-line. We are set
up to accept either Visa or MasterCard.

Furthermore, almost everything that
FNF offers for sale can be obtained on
the site. In addition to renewals,
browsers can buy new Membership or
subscription. Browsers can order paper
copies of earlier issues, since we now
have a complete catalog of our prior
publications on-line. And, last but not
least, browsers can make contributions
to FNF.

We owe thanks for this facility to
Candi Copas who, through her company
Networking Enterprises, volunteered
programming and site development. The
system uses several security features, so
you do not need to worry about theft of
your credit card information.A

Michael van Notten to Visit FNF in Early September

by Richard Hammer

At press time, we expect FNF Mem-
ber Michael van Notten, of Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia, to visit us here in the Research
Triangle area of North Carolina, some-
time during September 10-13. We ex-
pect to organize a meeting in which all
who want can learn of Michael’s current
proposal for a free-nation project in So-
malia.

For readers not familiar with Michael
van Notten, FNF has published a few of
his papers in Formulations, most re-
cently “Bill of Law” in the Summer 1998
issue. A Dutchman by birth, and a
lawyer by training, he has illuminating
lenowledge of the culture and politics in
Somalia. His wife is a high-ranking
member of a Somali tribe. To date, he

has produced two or three proposals
which promise to lease land in Somalia,
under a libertarian constitution, if busi-
ness interests can be found which will
provide a financial backbone.

Early this summer an 80-page spiral-
bound book from Michael, titled The
Juno File, was distributed upon his re-
quest to a small list of FNF’s supporters.
It collects letters and reports form several
sources (but primarily from Michael)
which outline new-country proposals in
Somalia.

When plans become specific, we will
mail an announcement to all FNF Mem-
bers and Friends, as well as to all on the
mailing list who live within reasonable
driving range.A

Note About Roads

(Continued from page 1)

as there is sufficient wealth to feed them.
And, given Watner's observation, it
seems that the amount of wealth which is
required to make road improvement a
viable enterprise is also sufficient to feed
a state. Since states have vital interests
in roads, they soon usurp the building, or
at least the regulation, of them. So,
while we can find examples in experi-
ence to prove to ourselves that almost all
critical needs can be filled by voluntary
institutions, we will not find good exam-
ples of comprehensive networks of vol-
untary roads.

I find this instructive. But I am still
not worried.

In the plans which FNF Member
Michael van Notten has prepared for
freeports in the former nation of Soma-
lia, roads will be provided, along with
many other services, by the en-
trepreneurial company which negotiates
the lease for, and subdivides the land
within, the region. It sounds to me like
that could work.A
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