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Forum Announcement
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11 April 1998

Come to the next Forum of the Free
Nation Foundation. This will meet on
Saturday, 11 April 1998, from 10 AM
till 5 PM, at Oliver's Restaurant in Hills-
borough, North Carolina. The topic will
be property rights in a free nation. Four
speakers will present papers.

Three of the four papers to be pre-
sented at the Forum appear in this issue
of Formulations. These are: "A Plea for
Public Property," by Roderick Long;
"The Definition of 'Property’ and
'Property Rights' in a Free Nation," by
Gordon Diem; and "Nineteen Proposi-
tions About Property," by Richard Ham-
mer. The fourth paper, "A Theory of
Property Rights for a Free Nation," by
Roy Halliday, appeared in the last
(Winter) issue of Formulations.

You may pay ($15 general admission
or $12 for FNF Members) at the door.
But if you plan to attend you might let
Rich Hammer know ahead of time, and
he will reward you with a computer-
printed nametag. You could let him
know by: sending a check to preregister;
calling 919-732-8366; or emailing
roh@pvisionet.org.

During the day we will break for
lunch. Note that the Forum admission
fee does not include lunch, but you may
of course buy lunch at Oliver's.

Oliver's Restaurant is on South Chur-
ton St., about 0.5 mile north from Inter-
state 85, exit 164.A

A Plea for Public
Property

by Roderick T. Long

Public or Private?

Libertarians often assume that a free
society will be one in which all (or
nearly all) property is private. I have
previously expressed my dissent from
this consensus, arguing that libertarian
principles instead support a substantial
role for public property. ("In Defense of
Public Space," Formulations, Vol. III,
No. 3 (Spring 1996).) In this article I
develop this heretical position further.

Let me specify once again what sort
of public property I am defending. To
most people, "public property" means
"government property," on the (dubious)
theory that governments hold their prop-
erty in trust for the public, and adminis-
ter such property with an eye to the
public interest. As an anarchist, I do not
regard government as a legitimate insti-
tution, and so do not advocate govern-
ment property of any sort. But this is not
the only kind of public property. As I
wrote in my earlier article:

"Throughout history, legal doctrine
has recognized, alongside property
owned by the organized public (that
is, the public as organized into a state
and represented by government offi-
cials), an additional category of prop-
erty owned by the unorganized pub-
lic. This was property that the public
at large was deemed to have a right of
access to, but without any presump-
tion that government would be in-
volved in the matter at all."

It is public property in this sense that
I am defending.

(Continued on page 5)

“Law” to Be Topic
of October Forum

For our Forum in October of this year
we will take up, once again, the topic of
law in a free nation. We invite our
readers to start thinking about this. And
we seek papers upon the topic, particu-
larly for the Autumn issue of Formula-
tions (which has a writers’ deadline of
1 August).

We need to understand law from its
foundations to its practice, because we
seek to see a good system of law estab-
lished (or grow spontaneously) in a free
nation. We first considered this topic in
FNF’s second Forum, in April 1994. But
many questions remain.

The exact date of the Forum has not
been set. But it will probably take place,
as before, on a Saturday.A
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Statement of Purpose

The purpose of the Free Nation Foundation is to ad-
vance the day when coercive institutions of government can
be replaced by voluntary institutions of civil mutual consent,
by developing clear and believable descriptions of those
voluntary institutions, and by building a community of people
who share confidence in these descriptions.

Board of Directors

Richard O. Hammer, President
Roderick T. Long, Founding Scholar
Bobby Yates Emory, Secretary

Philip E. Jacobson, Editor of Web Publications

Candice I. Copas
Christopher H. Spruyt

FNF isa 501(c)(3) federal income tax exempt organization.

Send correspondence to the postal address above. Or email to: roh@uvisionet.org.
Formulations is published quarterly, on the first of March, June, September, and December.

Subscription or
Membership

Subscriptions to
Formulations may be
purchased for $15 for
four issues (one year).
Membership in the
Free Nation Founda-
tion may be purchased
for $30 per year.

(Members receive: a sub-
scription to Formulations,
invitation to attend regular
meetings of the Board of
Directors, copies of the An-
nual Report and Bylaws,
more inclusion in the pro-
cess.)

Send orders to the
postal address above.
Checks should be
made payable to the
Free Nation Founda-
tion. Additional contri-
butions are welcome.

Information for Authors

We seek columns, articles, and art
within the range of our work plan. We
also welcome letters to the editor which
contribute to our debate and process of
self-education.

Our work plan is to work within the
community of people who already think
of themselves as libertarian, to develop
clear and believable descriptions of the
critical institutions (such as those that
provide security, both domestic and na-
tional) with which we libertarians would
propose to replace the coercive institu-
tions of government.

As a first priority we seek formula-
tions on the nature of these institutions.
These formulations could well be histori-
cal accounts of institutions that served in
earlier societies, or accounts of present
institutions now serving in other so-
cieties.

As a second priority we seek mate-
rial of general interest to libertarians,
subject to this caveat: We are not com-
plaining, we are building. We do not
seek criticism of existing political institu-
tions or persons unless the author uses
that criticism to enlighten formulation of
an improved institution.

Submissions will be considered for
publication if received by the first of the
month preceding the month of publica-
tion. So our deadlines are: February 1,
May 1, August 1, and November 1. All
submissions are subject to editing.

We consider material in For-
mulations to be the property of its au-
thor. If you want your material copy-
righted, tell us. Then we will print it with
a copyright notice. Otherwise our de-
fault policy will apply: that the material
may be reproduced freely with credit.

Foundation.

JOINT PUBLICATION ARRANGEMENT

Formulations sometimes carries articles obtained through Marc Joffe of the New Country
These articles are distinguished by the line "for the New Country Foundation"
under the author's name. Marc Joffe may be contacted at: joffe@aptech.net, or c/o The New
Country Foundation, P.O. Box 7603, FDR Station, New York, NY 10150.

The web site http://freenation.org maintained by Marc Joffe carries Free Nation Foundation
documents, along with numerous other new country documents and pointers.
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