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Forum Attendees
Explore How to
Keep Freedom

Mary Ruwart came from Kentucky
and Spencer MacCallum from New
Mexico to speak at the sixth biannual
FNF Forum, which met on 20 April
1996 in Hillsborough, N.C. In addition
to the five speakers who presented pa-
pers, the Forum was attended by six-
teen, four of whom traveled from out of
state.

The topic of the Forum was "Consti-
tution or Contract: When We Get a

s

Free Nation, How Can We Keep It
Free?" The other speakers were:
Roderick Long, Philip Jacobson, and
Richard Hammer.

The papers presented by four of the
speakers appeared in the previous issue
of Formulations (Vol.III, No. 3, Spring
1996). The talk given by Spencer
MacCallum drew upon two of his pa-
pers, one which appeared in the previ-
ous issue, and one, "Politics Versus Pro-
prietorship,” which appears in this is-
sue.

The pictures in this issue were taken at
the Forum, thanks to Bobby Emory. A

Next FNF Forum to
Address Business
in a Free Nation

The next FNF Forum will meet on 19
October 1996. We will explore how busi-
ness in a free nation would differ from
business as we know it in Western democ-
racies where acts of state distort the busi-
ness environment.

We solicit papers on this subject for the
next issue of Formulations, writers' dead-
line 15 August 1996.

More specifics about the Forum, includ-
ing the location, will appear in the

next issue of Formulations.
Inexploring this topic, we hope to learn
answers to questions such as these:

1) With no bankruptcy law (with
the state not intervening to protect, and
provide comfort -to, those who fail,
cheat, or pollute), what effect will this
have upon investors, managers, cus-
tomers, and neighbors? What institu-
tions will emerge toamelioratethe prob-
lems which bankruptcy laws were in-
tended to satisfy?

(continued on page 13)

Foundation News Notes

The New Country Foundation and the
Free Nation Foundation now have a home
pageonthe World Wide Web, maintainedby
Marc Joffeof NCF. The new website, which
contains selections from NCF and FNF pub-
lications, can be accessed at http:/
www.freenation.org, or simply http://
freenation.org.

Our Forum on 20 April was advertised
in Reason magazine, with a 1/3 page ad.
The ad used our picture of Liberty hitch-
hiking, headlined the names of our promi-

(continued on page 13)
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Statement of Purpose

The purpose of the Free Natiori Foundation is toadvance the day when coercive
institutions of govemment can be replaced by voluntary institutions of civil mutual
consent, by developing clear and believable descriptions of those voluntary institu-
tions, and by building a community of people who share confidence in these
descriptions.

Board of Dirgctors

Richard O. Hammer, President
Bobby Yates Emory, Secretary
Candice I. Copas
Roderick T. Long
Christopher H. Spruyt

Formulations is published quarterly, on the first of March, June, September,
and December.

Subscriptions to Formulations may be purchased for $15 for four issues (one
year). Membership in the Free Nation Foundation may be purchased for $30 per
year. Members receive: a subscription to Formulations, 20% discount on
conference registration fees, invitation to attend regular meetings ofthe Board of
Directors, copies of the Bylaws and Annual Report. Additional contributions are
welcome.

FNF is a 501(c)(3) federal income tax exempt organization.

Information for Authors

We seek columns, articles, and art, within the range of our work plan. We also
welcome letters to the editor which contribute to our debate and process of self-
education.

Our work plan is to work within the community of people who already think of
themselves as libertarian, to develop clear and believable descriptions of the
critical institutions (such as those that provide security, both domestic and
national) with which we libertarians would propose to replace the coercive
institutions of government.

As afirst priority we seek formulations on the nature of these institutions. These
formulations could well be historical accounts of institutions that served in earlier
societies, or accounts of present institutions now serving in other societies.

As a second priority we seek material of general interest to libertarians, subject
to this caveat: We are notcomplaining, we are building. We do not seek criticism
of existing political institutions or persons unless the author uses that criticism to
enlighten formulation of an improved institution.

All submissions are subject to editing.

Submissions will be considered for publication if received by the 15th of the
month preceding month of publication. Thus, the deadlines for writers are:
February 15, May 15, August 15, and November 15.

We consider material in Formulations to be the property of its author. If you
want your materialcopyrighted, tellus. Then we willprintit with acopyright notice.
Otherwise our default policy will apply: thatthe material may be reproducedfreely
with credit.

Address correspondenceto: Free Nation Foundation, [outdated address],
Hillsborough NC 27278. Or e-mail to: 102153.222@compuserve.com.

JOINT PUBLICATION
AGREEMENT

Pursuant to agreement be-
tween Marc Joffe, Director of the
New Country Foundation (NCF)
headquartered in New York, NY,
and Richard Hammer, on behalf
of the Free Nation Foundation
headquartered in Hillsborough,
NC, Formulations carries mate-
rial from NCF as well as from
FNF.

Material in Formulations from
NCF is distinguished by a line “for
the New Country Foundation"
under the author's name.

Inreciprocation NCF publishes
material for both Foundations in
electronic media, thelnternetand
World Wide Web (http://www.
freenation.org).

About the
New Country
Foundation

Postal address: P.O. Box
7603, F.D.R. Station, New
York, NY 10150-7603.

E-mail address: e-mall
should be addressed to
Marc Joffe at 71045.142
@compuserve.com.

Statement of Purpose

The purpose of the- New
Country Foundationisto es-
tablish a libertarian nation.

Board of Directors

Courtney Smith, President
Douglas Casey
John Hospers
Richard King
Mike Oliver
Marc Joffe

Information for Authors

Material for publication
through the New Country
Foundation should be sub-
mitted to Marc Joffe, at ei-
ther the postal address or
the e-mail address above.
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And don't miss the Proceedings of our earlier Forums:

Forum Proceedings: Constitutions (Autumn 1993)

*The Basics of Constitutions,” by Richard Hammer ¢ "An Analysis of the Articles of Confederation," by Bobby Emory ¢ The Aricles of
Confederation (1781) ¢ "The Rationale of a Virtual-Canton Constitution® & *Draft of a Virtual-Canton Constitution: Version 4," by Roderick Long
« "Analysis of the Constitution of Oceania," by Richard Hammer, Bobby Emory, & Roderick Long * “The Constitution of Oceania: Draft 0.80,"
by Eric Klien & Mike Oliver * (75 pp.)

Forum Proceedings: Systems of Law (Spring 1994)
*Basic Questions About Law," by Richard Hammer ¢ "Law & Order Without Government® & "Implementing Private Law in a World of States,"
by Roderick Long ¢ “Notes on the History of Legal Systems," by Bobby Emory « (22 pp.)

Forum Proceedings: Security in a Free Nation (Autumn 1994)

“A Review of Libertarian Ideas About Security” & “The Power of Ostracism," by Richard Hammer ¢ “Protective Services in a Free Nation," by
Scott McLaughlin ¢ *Protection, Defénse, Retaliation, Punishment," by Robert LeFevre * “Defending a Free Nation" & "Insurance for Security:
History & Theory," by Roderick Long « “Devil's Advocate: No Defense Department is Needed," “Providing Defense by Voluntary Means," &
“Contra Insurance,” by Bobby Emory (60 pp.)

Forum Proceedings: How Can Government Establish Self-Government? (Spring 1995)

‘ldeas on Taking Apart Government,” by Richard Hammer ¢ *Viewing This Subject in Light of Public Choice Theory® & “The Theory of Market
Failure & Economic Analysis of Government Bureaucracies," by Roy Cordato ¢ "You Can't Do That," by Bobby Emory  “Dismantling Leviathan
from Within," by Roderick Long * *"When the Revolution Comes*® & “Glorious Revolution for an American Free Nation," by Phil Jacobson ¢ (80

PpP.)

Forum Proceedings: Free Market Mechanisms for Organizing Collective Action (Autumn 1995)

“Good & Bad Collective Action,” by Roderick Long ¢ “Free Accord Law: Ethical Communities,” by Phil Jacobson = "A Primer on Deliberate
Collective Action,” by Eamest Johnson ¢ *Might Makes Right: An Observation and a Tool* & “Toward Voluntary Courts & Enforcement,” by
Richard Hammer ¢ (53 pp.)

[After Autumn 1995, the Proceedings series was merged into Formulations,]

Back issues of Formulations:

Volume |, No. 1 (Autumn 1993) copies @ 1.00 each =
Volume |, No. 2 (Winter 1993-94) copies @ 2.00 each =
Volume |, No. 3 (Spring 1994) copies @ 2.00 each =
Volume |, No. 4 (Summer 1994) copies @ 2.00 each =
Volume ll, No. 1 (Autumn 1994) copies @ 2.00 each =
Volume I, No. 2 (Winter 1994-95) copies @ 2.00 each =
Volume Il, No. 3 (Spring 1995) copies @ 2.00 each =
Volume Il, No. 4 (Summer 1995) copies @ 2.00 each =
Volume lll, No. 1 (Autumn 1995) copies @ 2.00 each =
Volume lll, No. 2 (Winter 1995-96) copies @ 3.00 each =
Volume lil, No. 3 (Spring 1996) copies @ 4.00 each =

Constitutions copies @ 5.00 each =
Systems of Law copies @ 5.00 each =
Security In a Free Nation copies @ 5.00 each =
How Can Government Establish Self-Government? copies @ 10.00 each =
Free Market Mechanisms for Organizing Collective Action copies @ 5.00 each =

T

1]

Qther publications:
Booklet: Toward a Free Nation copies @ 2.00 each =
Working Paper: Win-Win Society is Possible copies @ 2.00 each =
Handling = 100
Totalenclosed= ____
Ship to: Name:
Address:

Clip this order form and retum to: Free Nation Foundation, [outdated street address], Hillsborough, NC 27278
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However, if these weapons continue to exist,
itis very likely thatsomebody willeventually
bemadenoughtouse them and that theirrival
willbe criminalenough to retaliate. Allof our
lives are threatened by the people who con-
trol these weapons. We are all hostages.

Finally, remember that this is a utilitarian
argumnent for the state rather than a moral
argurnent. In so far asitjustifies theexistence of
a state under particular circurnstances, the jus-
tification is a practical one rather than a moral
one. There is no moral justification for the use
of nuclear weapons. The argumentamounts to
a defence of the state on the grounds that the
state can threaten mass murder. A

Roy Halliday is a longtime libertarian
who works as atechnical editor for amajor
software development company in Re-
search Triangle Park, NC.

FNF News Notes (from p. 13)

report shows sources and uses of funds.
In 1995, $5,862 were raised and used.
The Annual Report also proposes a bud-
get for 1996, with an increase to $7,700
raised and used. All five directors at-
tended the meeting, as well as two mem-
bers and two significant others.

e The FNF library has grown consider-
ably, to about 100 books. Philip Jacobson
has transferred to the library, on indefinite
loan, about 70 books from his comprehen-
sive collection. These new additions, all
germane to the FNF work plan, include
several classics and cover sociology, anthro-
pology, history, political science. The FNF
library resides on a bookshelf in the home of
Richard Hammer. Directors and Members
may borrow from the library. Members
distant from here may arrange to bormrow
books through the mail. A

New Country Briefs

for the New Country Foundation

Laissez Faire City Establishes Web Site,
Interim Community

Laissez Faire City is continuing to re-
cruit founders, and continues to seek a host
country. The organization, whose goal is
to obtain a 5SO-year lease for an extensive
territory in a developing country, has also
set up a web site at http://www Ifcity.com.
The site contains a description of Laissez

Faire City's interim community in San Jose,
Costa Rica. According to this description,
the community is occupied by 34 LFC
Founders and contains a consulate, a hotel
and a restaurant. The Costa Rican govern-
ment provides "special temporary residency
and tax-free living environment programs
for LFC Founders who qualify."

First Millenial Foundation Plans Con-
ference, Prototype Project

TheFirstMillenial Foundation will join with
United Societies in Space to hold a joint con-
clave in Colorado Springs, Colorado from
August 2nd through 4th. A major topic of the
conclave will be Aquarius Rising, the
Foundation's first major project planned for
completion in 2004 on the island of St. Croix.
Aquarius Rising is intended to be both a land-
based prototype for a self-sufficient, floating
city, as well as a revenue generating enterprise
for the Foundation. In addition to a prototype
colony, the development will contain a 450-
room beach front hotel, a duty free shopping
mall, a casino, a golf course, a time-share real
estate development, a theme park showcasing
space colonization, and a sub-sea habitat dedi-
cated to underwater research and closed-loop
ecological systems. Electricity for the devel-
opmentwill be produced by an Ocean Thermal
Energy Conversion (OTEC) plant. An OTEC
plant produces energy by transferring heat
from warm surface waters to cold deep waters.
Additional information about the Foundation
can be obtained fromits recently upgraded web
site at http://www.millenial.org. A

Reading Group Forms
on Isabel Paterson's
The God of the Machine

This summer, starting on 24 June 1996, a
group led by Roderick Long and Richard
Hammer is meeting on three Monday eve-
nings to study and discuss The God of the
Machine, the 1943 classic in libertarian
theory by Isabel Paterson. You are invited.

The meetings, free and open to all, meet
at the home of Richard Hammer, 111 West
Corbin Street, Hillsborough, N.C.

Meeting and Reading Schedule
Each meeting starts at 7:30 PM.

* 24 June: Chapters I through X
* 8July: Chapters XI through XVII
e 22 July: Chapters XVIII to the end

This schedule means that the group covers
about 100 pages per meeting. The first
purpose in each meeting is to discover and
restate Paterson's most important points.
After perhaps an hour of this study the
group relaxes its focus, socializes, or dis-
cusses current events.

Endorsements of The God of the Machine

Ayn Rand said this aboutPaterson's work
in her 1964 introduction to The God of the
Machine:

"[The God of the Machine] is brilliant in
the perceptiveness, the incisiveness, the
power, the scope of its analysis that pre-
sents — in carefully chosen, dramatically
illuminating essentials — the history of
man's long quest for freedom, from ancient
Greece to World War II. It offers an
unforgettable experience: a panorama of
the centuries, as seen from the elevation of
a truly grand intellectual scale."

A note from Roderick Long:

"Isabel Paterson's The God of the Ma-
chine is an intellectual tour de force,
combining history, economics, philoso-
phy, and political theory into an engag-
ing, challenging, often provocative ac-
count of the role of political structure in
the preservation of freedom. I can'tthink
of any libertarian book from which I
have learned more, even in areas where
Paterson's conclusions and mine have
come to diverge. I enthusiastically rec-
ommend The God of the Machine as
essential reading for anyone interested
in libertarian theory in general or consti-
tutional design in particular."

A note from Rich Hammer:

"Following Roderick's lead I read this
book once a few years ago. Paterson
gives an important, and as far as I know
new, interpretation of political history.
UnfortunatelyI found some of her points
difficult to discern. Thus I want to read
it again."

The book may bepurchased from Laissez
Faire Books in San Francisco, phone 800-
326-0996, for $20 plus shipping, and prob-
ably from other places as well.

For more information call Richard Ham-
mer at 919-732-8366. A

page 22

Formulations Vol. IIl, No. 4, Summer 1996


















What Archimedes said of the mechanical
powers, may be applied to reason and liberty:
"Had we,"" he said, "a place to stand upon,
we might raise the world."'

— Thomas Paine
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