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Forum on 29 April:
How can government

establish self-government?

Our next FNF Forum will be held on
Saturday, 29 April 1995, from 9 AM till §
PM, at Oliver's Restaurant on Churton
Street in Hillsborough, NC. We will
explore this question:

If we libertarians found ourselves with
political power (if for instance we sud-
denly started winning 51% of the vote)
what would be the most responsible
and compassionate way for us to use
that power to dismantle the functions
of the state, and to wean from depen-
dence a population which does not un-
derstand that its needs can be satisfied
by private means?

Speakers who have committed to par-
ticipate are: Roy Cordato, Roderick Long,
Bobby Emory and Richard Hammer. To
register, send fee (through 20 April, $16
for members and $20 for nonmembers;
after 20 April, $20 for members and $25
for nonmembers) to the Free Nation
Foundation, [outdated  address],
Hillsborough, NC 27278.

Registrants receive: admission, the
package of papers being presented, and
Proceedings printed after the Forum. In
addition tothe discount, those who regis-
ter on or before 20 April will receive
their package of papers in the mail during
the week before the Forum.

During the day we will break for lunch.
Oliver's gives us the room with the un-
derstanding that many of us will buy
lunch. Attendees may also get a meal
before or after the Forum. A

Correction

Last issue, on page one, we described
our recent FNF Forum on Security as
having taken place on 15 October 1993.
The actual date was 1994. A

Foundation News Notes

¢ In December we published a working
paper, "Win-Win Society is Possible,"
by Richard Hammer. This 14-page essay
argues that, in a voluntary society, the
security and rights we cherish should
prevail for economic reasons.

¢ During the last several months we have
experimented with informal dinner
meetings. On a weekday evening in No-
vember, and then again in February, we
invited Members and friends of FNF,
along with spouses or significant others,
to join the Directors for a few hours of
socializing and discussing currentevents.
Such meetings will continue. The
meetings were held at Oliver's Restau-
rant in Hillsborough. We welcome sug-
gestions for other favorable locations.

e In January the 1994 Annual Report
was distributed to Members. It shows
sources and uses of funds during 1994.
Expenditures were about $4800. The
Report proposes a budget for 1995 which
would maintain a similar program, at
$4600. A

Murray Rothbard, R. l. P.
by Roderick T. Long

Murray N. Rothbard, one of the foremost
libertarian thinkers of the 20th century and
a leading theoretician of free-market anar-
chism, died this pastJanuary at the age of 68.

A former student of Ludwig von Mises
and associate of AynRand, Murray Rothbard
was a prolific and erudite writer whose
twenty-odd books and several hundred ar-
ticles range over economics (favoring the
approach of the Austrian School), philoso-
phy (expounding an Aristotelean version of
Natural Rights theory), and history (espe-
cially economic history).

Dr. Rothbard's influence on the libertar-

(continued on page 2)

Presentation and Debate

Scheduled for 11 May
Imagine This:
The Power of Ostracism

On the evening of Thursday, 11 May
1995, FNF will sponsor a presentation and
debate on the power of ostracism. Richard
Hammer will present ideas and then will
preside over a discussion. The meeting, in
the District Court Room of the New Court
House on Margaret Lane in Hillsborough,
NC, starts at 7:30 PM. We have the room
reserved until 10 PM. Admission is free and
open.

This will test a new sort of meeting for
FNF. In our Forums some topics have
provoked discussion which had to be cut
short because of time. These meetings will
be less formal, more open ended. A speaker
will formulate an institution which may
become part of our envisioned Free Nation.
Then the floor will open for discussion. A
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Rothbard (from p. 1)

ian movement is incalculable. Priding
himself on his radicalism, he used to brag
that if there were a button one could push
that would sweep away all vestiges of gov-
ernment in an instant, he would break his
thumb pushing it. During the 1960s he
played an instrumental role (along with Karl
Hess) in waking libertarians to political self-
consciousness and leading them to start their
own movement and to break away from the
conservative movement (which had served
as an often uncomfortable political home for
classical liberals during the first half of the
20th century). Later, Rothbard helped to
draft the Libertarian Party Platform.
Rothbard spent his last years teaching eco-
nomics at the University of Nevada, serving
as head of academic affairs at the Ludwig
von Mises Institute, and editing the highly
regarded Journal of Libertarian Studies.

Rothbard's best-known book among lib-
ertarians is probably For a New Liberty:
The Libertarian Manifesto. His works also
include, on economics, Man, Economy, and
State: A Treatise on Economic Principles
and Power and Market: Government and
the Economy; on philosophy, The Ethics of
Liberty ; and on history, America’s Great
Depression. Two massive works were left
unfinished at his death: one on the history of
the American Revolution, four volumes of
which have been published under the title
Conceivedin Liberty; and one on the history
of economic thought, several volumes of
which are in the process of being published
by the Mises Institute.

Wry, pugnacious, and a bit of a curmudg-
eon, Murray Rothbard was always at the
center of controversy, and his career in the
libertarian movement was frequently marked
by feuds and ruptures with other libertarian
thinkers and organizations over principles
and personalities. The most radical break
came in recent years. Rothbard had always
stressed the differences between libertarian-
ism and conservatism, and urged libertar-
ians not to think of themselves as "right-
wing" or to compromise with conservative
agendas:

"Libertarians of the present day are accus-
tomed to think of socialism as the polar
opposite of the libertarian creed. But this
is agrave mistake, responsible fora severe
ideological disorientation of libertarians

(continued on page 5)
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Statement of Purpose

The purpose of the Free Nation Foundation is to advance the day when coercive
institutions of govemment can be replaced by voluntary institutions of civil mutual
consent, by developing clear andbelievable descriptions of those voluntary institutions,
and by building a community of people who share confidence in these descriptions.

Board.of Directors

Richard O. Hammer, President
Bobby Yates Emory, Secretary
Candice I. Copas
Roderick T. Long
Christopher H. Spruyt

Formulations is published quarterly, on the first of March, June, September,
and December.

Subscriptions to Formulations may be purchased for $10 for four issues (one
year). Membership in the Free Nation Foundation may be purchased for $30 per
year. Members receive: a subscription to Formulations, 20% discount on confer-
ence registration fees, invitationto attend regular meetings of the Board of Directors,
copies of the Bylaws and Annual Report. Additional contributions are welcome.

FNF is a 501(c)(3) federal income tax exempt organization.

We seek columns, articles, and art, within the range of our work plan. We also
welcome letters tothe editor which contribute to our debate and process of self-education.

Our work plan is to work within the community of people who already think of
themselves as libertarian, to develop clear and believable descriptions of the critical
institutions (such as those that provide security, both domestic and national) with
which welibertarians would proposetoreplace thecoercive institutions of government.

As afirst priority we seek formulations on the nature of these institutions. These
formulations could well be historical accounts of institutions that served in earlier
societies, or accounts of present institutions now serving in other societies.

As a second priority we seek material of general interest to libertarians, subject
to this caveat: We are not complaining, we are building. We do not seek criticism
of existing political institutions or persons unless the author uses that criticism to
enlighten formulation of an improved institution.

All submissions are subject to editing.

Submissions will be considered for publication if received by the 15th of the
month preceding month of publication. Thus, thedeadlines forwriters are: February
15, May 15, August 15, and November 15.

We consider material in Formulationsto be the property ofits author. If you want
your material copyrighted, tell us. Then we will print it with a copyright notice.
Otherwise our default policy will apply: that the material may be reproduced freely
with credit.

Address correspondence to: Free Nation Foundation, [outdated street
address], Hillsborough NC 27278.
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Virtual Cantons (from p. 16)

membership shall be permissible if au-
thorized by the laws of the Cantons in-
volved.

In this respect, the Virtual Cantons differ
from the protective associations envisioned by
advocates of market anarchism; for those as-
sociations are presumed to be free to reject
prospective members for any reason they
choose. As I've discussed before, my own
preference is for precisely such a purely com-
petitive system; but the Virtual-Canton Con-
stitution is designed to be a compromise be-
tween anarchy and limited government—and
as long as we have a government or even a
quasi-government, it seems safer to guarantee
auniversal right of political participation.

1.54  Any association of mg or more
Citizens may constitute themselves as a
new Virtual Canton under the Constitu-
tion.

This provision serves as a guarantee of
minority rights, as it guarantees minorities
representation in the Federal Legislature. This
also helps to keep the system competitive; for,
as] argued inmy article on Icelandic law (cited
above), it wasthe lack of provision for creating

new godhordhthatultimately transformed the
Icelandic Free Commonwealth from a poly-
centric system into a monopolistic one.

1.5.5 A Canton may dissolve itself in
accordance with its own laws, unless such
dissolution should bring the number of
Cantons below the required number. In
addition, any Canton whose membership
falls below my ¢ shall be regarded as dis-
solved, subject to the same qualification.

The reason for a lower limit on Canton
membership is to avoid a mass of one-mem-
ber and two-member Cantons, all with full
votes in Parliament. I may be wrong in
thinking this is something that should be
avoided; certainly modern communications
technology would make it less unwieldy than
it might initially sound. I would welcome
input on this (as indeed on all provisions in
this Constitution) from other libertarians.

1.5.6 Disputes among members of the
same Canton, if adjudicated under this
Constitution, are to be adjudicated in
accordance with the laws of that Canton,
allowing or not allowing for Federal ap-
peal as those laws may determine. Dis-
putes across Canton boundaries are to be
adjudicated as detailed in the section an

the Federal Judiciary.

For the reasoning behind this provision,
see my remarks on sections 1.4.6-8 in the
previous installment (last issue).

1.5.7 The manner of holding elections
and referenda, both Canton and national,
shall be determined by the laws of each
Canton, except that the Federal Legisla-
ture may by two-thirds vote of each house
make or alter such regulations with re-
gard to the national elections and na-
tional referenda; but national elections
and referenda shall in any case be univer-
sal, free, and secret.

The Federal Legislature is allowed to in-
terfere with national elections only, since
local elections are none of its business.

In the case of national elections, a petition
of not fewer than my ; Citizens shall be
sufficient to place a candidate on the
ballot; and in elections for Federal office
each ballot shall contain the alternative
"None of the above is acceptable." Inthe
event that '"None of the above is accept-
able" receives a plurality of votes in any
election, the elective office for that term
shall remain unfilled and unfunded.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

ENF happenings:

April 20 Deadline to register with a discount for April 29 Forum.
April 29 quum: How Can Government Establish Self-Government?
May 11 Presentation and Debate: The Power of Ostracism.

May 15 Writers' deadline for Summer issue of Formulations.
Also:
October 16-20, Athens, Greece.

1995 convention of the International Society for Individual Liberty (ISIL).
For information call: 303-484-8184.
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